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Dear Couples, Spiritual Counsellors, and Spiritual Accompaniers of Teams of Our Lady:

As we write the introduction to this study theme, the whole world is experiencing a situation of unprecedented anxiety and fear due to the uncontrolled spread of the coronavirus pandemic. It has already affected thousands of people on five continents and has claimed many victims, including many members of our beloved movement. We turn to the Lord and to Our Mother Mary, intercessor, to guide and protector us on our journey. We pray for comfort to those who have been affected, for relief from this unending scourge so the world can quickly regain its calm, and for solace for those who have lost loved ones and have seen their economies severely affected. Life goes on, and our journey of life in the movement leads us to a new beginning of the year in the European calendar, which begins in September and ends in July of the following year.

Today, we have the great joy of presenting to the movement this study theme for the year 2020-2021, entitled "Marriage, a sacrament of mission". The Super Region France-Luxembourg-Switzerland has been entrusted with the drafting of the theme, at the request of the ERI. The Super Region relied on the help of the Dominican Father, Dominique-Raphaël KLING, spiritual counsellor of the END movement in the city of Bordeaux. He did this in collaboration with, among others, Marie-Josèphe and Pierre Huzar, the couple responsible for the study themes in the SR FLS, and of course, Catherine and Christophe Bernard, the couple responsible for the Super Region. We express our gratitude and appreciation to them for this contribution which will help us to know more deeply the thoughts of our founder. This work is in line with the Life Orientations of the Movement, which now continue for the third year after the Fatima meeting, this time with the focus “Marriage, a sacrament of mission”.

There is a theological audacity in this year's life orientation and study theme, by giving it the title "Marriage – A Sacrament of Mission". We usually consider that the best example of the Sacrament of Mission is the Sacrament of Confirmation, where God confirms in us the work that began with Baptism, by consolidating our Christian strength. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: "Confirmation perfects baptismal grace; it is the sacrament which the Holy Spirit gives to root us more deeply in our divine filiation, to incorporate us more firmly into Christ, strengthen our bond with the Church, associate us more closely with her mission and help us bear witness to the Christian faith in word and deed. (CCC no. 1316). This grace that we receive from God is an individual grace.

When we, together within the ERI, established the Specific Life Orientation for 2020-2021 "Marriage, a sacrament of mission" together with its associated study theme, we did not even think about the concept of a literal interpretation that would lead us to affirm that marriage is strictly a Sacrament of Mission according to a traditional theological understanding of these words. What we want to arrive at, from the perspective of the TEAMS OUR LADY and the thinking of our founder, is that a couple who accepts their conjugal experience as a sacrament of the Church, is a couple who not only lives conjugality in Christ, but also becomes a visible sign of God's love. That is to say, its mission is fundamentally oriented towards witness. This has a transforming effect that only the human couple can achieve through this specific sacrament. We must not forget that in the mysticism of the Teams of Our Lady, the witness of life is one of the fundamental pillars that allows us to reveal our charism in the environment in which our life develops.

It is from this perspective that the study topic should be approached. We, the Teams of Our Lady, have read many of Father Caffarel's writings, but perhaps we should now go to a further level in understanding his theology. This is why we wanted to work on this particular theme with the SR France-Luxembourg-Switzerland. The study topic contains a wealth of documentation covering the work of our Founder and how he looked at the reality of Christian sacramental marriage. We will now have the privilege of knowing and integrating this into our formation process.
When we think of the theology of marriage, it is impossible not to think of the theology that comes from the writings of our founder. He saw Christian marriage, in its totality as a sacrament. It has both a missionary perspective and a path of holiness, and we are called to both in the Church and in the movement today.

Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger described Father Caffarel as a prophet of the 20th century. Since then, we have become accustomed to hearing many similar descriptions of him as a prophet of our times, a prophet of marriage, etc. Hidden in each of these statements is a feeling of admiration for the timeless character of his thoughts. These thoughts have a topicality and relevance that never ceases to surprise us. In this exciting journey, which will take place during eight meetings and a review meeting, we will explore the irrepressible missionary force that emanates from the sacramental couple. We will be able to find the convergence that exists between the thoughts of our founder and the thoughts of the Church of today, and in particular, the thoughts of Pope Francis. It is a marvellous opportunity we have in this precious document to know more deeply the theology of our founder who was ahead of his time and revolutionised the role of the Christian couple in the Church, highlighting their missionary character. 

Sometimes, reading Father Caffarel is not easy because the depth of his writings require a special disposition and extra effort. May this be an excellent opportunity to take advantage of all the richness that emanates from his thoughts. By making an effort of preparation and study by the whole team, together with the Spiritual Counsellor, this study topic uncovers a diamond mine that shines in all its facets.


If, at the end of this study, you have grown in admiration of the fruitfulness of this wonderful man; and you have awakened a desire to deepen your knowledge of his prolific work; and you better understand the particular missionary vision that always captivated him about the human couple and the experience of the sacrament of marriage; then the goal of the authors and of the ERI will have been achieved.

May it be so.
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ce document veut souligner. Quelquefois, lire le Pére Caffarel n’est pas facile car la profondeur de ses écrits
demande parfois une disposition particuliére et un effort supplémentaire. Que ce soit une excellente occasion
de profiter de toute la richesse qui émane de sa pensée en faisant un effort de préparation et d’étude
préalable par toute I'équipe et son conseiller, permettant ainsi a cette mine de diamants que ce livre nous
ouvre de briller dans toute sa dimension.

Si, a I'issue de cette étude, vous avez grandi dans 'admiration de la fécondité de cet homme merveilleux et
avez éveillé en vous le désir d’approfondir votre connaissance de son ceuvre prolifique, en comprenant la
vision missionnaire particuliére qui I'a toujours captivé sur le couple humain et I’expérience du sacrement de
mariage, le but des auteurs et de I'ERI aura été atteint.

Qu'il en soit ainsi.
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Clarita et Edgardo Bernal-Fandifio
Couple Responsible International
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Bogota, 31 mars 2020

Chers couples, prétres conseillers spirituels, et accompagnateurs spirituels des Equipes Notre-Dame : Au
moment ou nous rédigeons I'introduction de ce theme d’étude, le monde entier vit une situation d’inquiétude
et de peur sans précédent en raison de la propagation incontrélée de la pandémie du coronavirus, qui a touché
des milliers de personnes sur les cing continents et a fait de nombreuses victimes, dont plusieurs membres de
notre mouvement bien-aimé. Nous prions le Seigneur et Notre Mére Marie, intercesseur, guide et protecteur
dans notre chemin, d’apporter du réconfort a ceux qui ont été touchés, de nous libérer de ce fléau qui ne
s’arréte pas, et de permettre au monde de retrouver rapidement son calme en apportant du réconfort a ceux
qui ont perdu leurs proches et ont vu leur économie gravement affectée. La vie continue et notre projet de
vie dans le mouvement, nous ameéne a aborder un nouveau début d’année dans le calendrier européen qui
commence au mois de septembre et se termine au mois de juillet de I'année suivante.

Nous avons aujourd’hui la grande joie de présenter au mouvement ce theme d’étude pour I'année 2020-2021,
intitulé « Mariage, sacrement de la mission ». C'est la super région France-Luxembourg-Suisse qui a été
chargée de la rédaction du theme, a la demande de L’ERI. Elle s’est appuyée sur I'aide du Pére Dominicain,
Dominique-Raphaél KLING, conseiller spirituel du mouvement des END dans la ville de Bordeaux et la
collaboration, entre autres, de Marie-Joséphe et Pierre Huzar, le couple responsable des themes d’étude dans
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précisément en cette troisieme année de marche aprés la rencontre de Fatima, a pour accent le Mariage,
sacrement de la mission.

C’est une audace théologique, que I'orientation de vie de cette année et le théme d’étude, aient pour titre,
« Mariage sacrement de la mission » quand on considéere habituellement que le sacrement de la mission par
excellence est le sacrement de confirmation dans lequel Dieu confirme en nous I'ceuvre qui a commencé avec
le Baptéme, et nous conduit a la consolidation de la force chrétienne. Le Catéchisme de I’Eglise catholique dit
: « La confirmation perfectionne la grace baptismale ; c’est le sacrement que I'Esprit Saint donne pour nous
enraciner plus profondément dans la filiation divine, pour nous incorporer plus fermement au Christ, pour
solidifier notre lien avec I'Eglise, pour nous associer plus étroitement a sa mission et pour nous faire témoigner
de la foi chrétienne en paroles et en actes. (CCC n° 1316). Cette grace que nous recevons de Dieu est une grace
individuelle.

Lorsque nous avons établi, au sein de I'ERI, I'Orientation Spécifique de Vie 2020-2021 « Mariage, Sacrement
de la Mission » et son théme d’étude associé, nous n’avons pas pensé a une interprétation littérale qui nous
amenerait a affirmer que le mariage est strictement un Sacrement de la Mission selon une compréhension
théologique traditionnelle. Ce & quoi nous voulons arriver du point de vue des EQUIPES NOTRE DAME et de la
pensée de notre fondateur, c’est qu’un couple qui assume sa réalité conjugale comme un sacrement de
I'Eglise, est un couple qui non seulement vit la conjugalité dans le Christ mais devient ce signe visible de
I'amour de Dieu. C'est-a-dire que sa mission est profondément tournée vers le témoignage et a un effet
transformateur que seul le couple humain peut réaliser a partir de la spécificité de son sacrement. Nous ne
devons pas oublier que dans la mystique des Equipes Notre-Dame, le témoignage de vie est I'un des piliers
fondamentaux qui nous permet de révéler notre charisme dans le milieu ou notre vie se développe.

Equipes Notre Dame — Secrétariat International
49, rue de la Glaciere (7™ étage) — 75013 Paris — France Tél: +33143319621

Site Internet : www.equipes-notre-dame.com e-mail: contact@equipes-notre-dame.com
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